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OPEN HOUSE REPORT

16 April, 2016, 1-3pm, Cedar Room, West Horsley Village Hall
________________________________________________________________________

WHNP Open House was organised as part of the 
Steering Group’s plan for community 
engagement with residents of West Horsley.  

The event was in the format of ‘drop-in’ with no 
formal presentation. It was hosted by members of 
the Steering Group, including three members of 
the Parish Council, and was attended by 200-250 
people.  

The main objectives of the Open House were to: 

1. provide an opportunity for the Steering Group to make further direct contact with all 
residents of West Horsley;

2. update residents on the recent progress and next steps of the WHNPSG;
3. ensure residents are clear on what the neighbourhood plan can, and can’t, achieve in 

relation to the GBC Local Plan;
4. recruit additional members to the Steering Group; 
5. build on existing database of residents willing the engage with the WHNP;
6. offer an update on the revised GBC Local Plan.

1. Making Contact

• An A5 flyer inviting residents to the Open House and 
promoting the new WHNP website was delivered to every 
West Horsley household.  

• Flyers were also available (and in demand) from Charles 
Pain, King William IV and The Stockyard.

• A5 and A4 posters were displayed on noticeboards/in 
windows at shops, cafes, pubs, churches, post offices and 
surgeries around the Horsleys.

• Facebook and Twitter accounts were set up to promote the 
event, the website and the need for residents to get involved.

• Invitations to the Open House were also sent to the existing 
WHNP email database.
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2. Progress Update & Next Steps

Since the last open event in November 2015, the Steering Group has formed sub-groups:
• Housing & Design
• Community Assets & Business Economy
• Infrastructure
• Environment & Landscape

• Each sub-group had display boards explaining their purpose and specific objectives, 
showing work to date and next steps.  Members of the sub-groups were on hand to 
speak to residents, to answer questions and to note any comments/feedback.

  Photos show display boards for Environment & Landscape and Housing & Design Sub-Groups

3.  Clarity on Neighbourhood Planning

It was essential to make sure residents fully 
aware that a neighbourhood plan:
• CAN help to retain character of the village 

whilst meeting the changing needs of our 
community;

• CANNOT stop GBC from altering the green 
belt or proposing strategic housing sites in 
its Local Plan.

On arrival, every visitor to the Open House 
was asked to read an A4 flyer explaining this 
and members of the Steering Group were on 
hand to discuss this with them.  This meant 
that all subsequent discussions with the sub-
groups were on an informed basis.

Over 150 handouts were taken away from 
the event.

4.  Recruiting new Steering Group 
www.westhorsleyneighbourhoodplan.org

WHAT A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CAN (AND CAN’T) ACHIEVE
 
A neighbourhood plan is a new type of plan that give communities, like West Horsley, 
important new rights around local planning.  A neighbourhood plan:

• is a legal document which must be used by councils when they decide on planning 
applications in the local area;

 
• is written by the local community who can guide development to be more appropriate 

to the local context and help decide where it goes within the area;

• includes policies on the design of new buildings; protection and improvement of the 
vitality of local business; and preservation of local green spaces and heritage.

• cannot change the Green Belt or stop the Council from proposing strategic housing 
sites in its Local Plan.  It can only include proposals for an equal or greater level of 
growth than is set out in Guildford Borough's development plan;

A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN CAN'T DO ANYTHING ABOUT THE QUANTITY 
OF HOUSES (350+) GBC PLANS TO BUILD IN WEST HORSLEY.  

BUT THE PARISH COUNCIL CAN.
 
As the elected representatives of our village the Parish Council can lead the fight against the 

proposals and persuade Guildford Borough Council that their plans are unfair and would 
ruin the special character of our village.

WHATEVER THE OUTCOME OF THE LOCAL PLAN, WITH A 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN WE CAN INFLUENCE THE NATURE OF ANY 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT IN WEST HORSLEY. 

BOTH THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AND THE FIGHT 
AGAINST GBC’S PROPOSAL NEED YOUR HELP.

PLEASE GET INVOLVED IN ONE OR BOTH!!
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Members

One key aim of the Open House was to increase the number of people actively involved 
with the WHNP Steering Group and Sub-Groups.  As a direct result of the event the Group 
recruited six new skilled members, a 50 per cent increase in the number of Steering Group 
members; including people with rural housing development, planning and biodiversity 
expertise. 

5.  Database

Visitors were encouraged to sign in on arrival.  The majority of people gave their names 
and addresses, with many also leaving email contact details.  From the sign-in sheets we 
were able to add 70+ new email addresses to our database.

6.  GBC Local Plan Update

The timing of the Open House was such that we felt it essential to include a Parish 
Council-hosted corner where residents could:
• see for themselves where the proposed strategic housing sites for West Horsley are on a 

single map; 
• find out how the Parish Council plans to oppose the proposals;
• get involved with the fight.

Car Window Stickers

We handed out car window stickers to attendees, many of which 
have been spotted around the village.  The purpose of these 
stickers is to raise awareness of West Horsley’s Neighbourhood 
Plan so that when we call upon the village for additional 
information, and to approve the Plan, we get a good response.

The new user-friendly logo will appear in future ‘promotional’ 
activity for the WHNP, including social media.

Summary

The Open House was a very successful event.  It was well attended (200-250 people) - the 
Cedar Room full to capacity for most of the two hours - and the general feedback was that 
it had been very worthwhile and informative - “especially for people who did not know 
much about neighbourhood planning”.  

Next Event

The next open event will be a community consultation on our pre-submission plan. This is 
likely to be held in September/October 2016 at the West Horsley Village Hall.

If you want to get involved with WHNPSG, or would like to be added to our email 
database, please contact Julia McClung at secretarywesthorsleynsg@gmail.com.
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