
RALEIGH SCHOOL SUMMER FAIR 
10 July, 2016, 12-4pm, Raleigh School  

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
WHNP had a very fruitful visit to this year’s Raleigh Summer Fair.  The purpose of 
being there was to raise awareness of the WHNP by engaging in related activities 
with the children at the school, the future residents of West Horsley, and therefore 
the parents too.   
 
We did this in three ways: 
 

1. Persuasive Writing 
Competition organised in 
advance of the Fair in 
association with the English 
department at the Raleigh 
School.  Children in years 2, 4 
and 6 were invited to write to 
the chairman of the Steering 
Group to describe why they 
enjoy living in West Horsley 
and to explain how the 
village could be improved. 
The standard of entries was 
exceptional. Winners in each 
school year received a book 
token and a certificate.  

 
 

 
2. Map-Based Competition to ‘guess 
where the singing backbird lives’. A large 
map of West Horsley was used for 
entrants to mark where they thought the 
bird lived. Entrants were required to 
complete a comments card stating 
what they wanted to be “PRESERVED” 
and “IMPROVED” in the village.  
Comments were collated and are 
available to read on the website. 
 
Entrants were encouraged to consider 
the layout of the Neighbourhood Area, 
to find local landmarks on the map, e.g. 
the school or football club, and to 
observe the extend of open fields and 
woodlands in the Parish.  The winner 
received a ‘singing blackbird’ toy from 
the RSPB which was presented in school 
assembly the following week. 



 
 

 
 
 

3. Sunflower Planting and Pot Decorating 
A very popular activity with the youngest 
children at the school.  While they were 
decorating their pots and planting their 
seeds members of the Steering Group 
were able to chat to their parents about 
the progress that has been made since 
the past Open House. Completed pots 
were taken home in a bag which had a 
WHNPSG leaflet and a car window 
sticker inside. 

     
 
 
 
 
Engagement with the Parents  
 
The WHNPSG gazebo was busy through the afternoon.  The event provided the 
Steering Group with a further opportunity to:  
 

• raise awareness of the work being undertaken by the Steering Group and the 
progress already made; 

• outline details of the policies being drafted in the Plan;  
• explain why a Neighbourhood Plan is important for West Horsley, particularly 

in light of the emerging Guildford Borough Draft Local Plan; 
• hand out a leaflet on ‘What a Neighbourhood Plan Can (and Cannot) 

Achieve’; and  
• encourage residents to sign up to the WHNPSG mailing list and social media 

pages. 
 
 


